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The total area ot the group as calculated to be 15 000 square
mi1es spread o\er about 50000 square miles of ocean
Elevations are intermediate between those of New Guinea
and the lo\\er heights ot the New Hebrides and peaks of
7000 8000 feet are known

FIG 104   GUADALCANAL
The reef bound coast of Guadalcanal   in the Solomon Islands
Its situation within 10 of the equator brings the group
into the belt of equatorial calms m the hot season (November
to March) and the climate in general is nearer the equatorial
than the rmd Pacific type The change of season occurs
from April when the south east Trades move northward
with the sun The mean monthly temperature is monotonously
high being ahvays in the neighbourhood of 80 F This
together with the high humidity emphasizes the equatorial
character of the climate and the region is not nearly so
favourable for white settlement as the more southerly